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Lorraine was then wrested from the motherland by unjustifiable claims 
which were pressed with irresistible force; but her national heart and 
life were kept inviolate from the conquering invader. German law 
and enforced German speech could not effectually Teutonize the brave 
little country whose national emblem was the forget-me-not. Never 
did the provinces lose their essential unity with France or their pas- 
sionate loyalty to her — a fact amply proved by Mr. Cerf from the 
enemy's own mouth. "We have to take the same precautions in 
Alsace as on the soil of the enemy," said a German officer in 1916. 
This, after nearly half a century of occupation! That Germany 
realized to the full her failure in this regard is evident from the deeply 
interesting fact that she had planned, in retaining Belgium, to avoid 
the initial mistake made in her former conquest; and to deport all 
inhabitants, replacing them with "honest Germans." 

Mr. Cerf's book treats concisely and clearly of the economic, social 
and political condition of Alsace-Lorraine under German rule, and it 
should be in the hands of every lover of freedom, of justice and of 
France. 

Peter Guild ay. 

Catholic University of America. 

Ireland and England: In the Past and at Present. By Edward 
Raymond Turner. (New York: The Century Company. 
1919. Pp. xii, 504.) 

If Irish history had all been written in the spirit in which Professor 
Turner approaches the subject, there would now be no Irish question. 
The misfortune of Ireland is that her people have been nourished on a 
history of wrongs. They have fed on the poison of hatred, until they 
are no longer capable of seeing or hearing anything except Ireland, 
her wrongs and her grievances. In the earlier chapters of his little 
book, Professor Turner sets out plainly the many reasons that Irish 
history affords for this sense of wrong. He tells the story of the re- 
peated but ineffectual conquests by England, and of all the misery 
and shame wrought upon the conquered people. But he never keeps 
his eyes so close to the picture of Ireland that he cannot see the back- 
ground and the setting. He shows that the wrongs were not peculiar 
to the Irish, and not wantonly and wickedly inflicted by the English. 
They were incident to the general history of the times. The English 
people and the Scotch and Welsh all suffered similar wrongs — similar 
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in kind if not so intense; and the treatment meted out to the Irish was 
the treatment that conquerors gave everywhere to the conquered in 
those earlier and less humane days. 

The first third of the volume tells the story up to the consummation 
of the union. In these chapters, Professor Turner deals with Ireland's 
ancient culture, the conquests of the English, Grattan's parliament 
and the union. The rest of the history is devoted to the nineteenth 
and twentieth century. Professor Turner makes no attempt to add 
anything new to what is already known of Irish history. His effort is 
for a new presentation of a familiar subject rather than the discovery 
and presentation of new evidence. But great care has been exercised 
to make his story accurate as well as readable. In one or two minor 
matters he seems to show a certain lack of familiarity with the British 
parliamentary system. In telling of O'ConnelPs appeal to the house 
of lords, he writes as though all the peers formed the highest court of 
the British Empire, instead of this court being formed only of the 
small group of "law lords" who sit in the upper house. He fails to 
give credit to Poynings for his effort to protect the Irish against the 
oppression of the Anglo-Irish parliament when he secured the passage 
of Poynings's Act. Exception might be taken to other of his state- 
ments; but it can hardly be expected that in a history so controversial 
as that of Ireland any author could satisfy all his critics, and the chief 
value of the book lies not in meticulous exactness of the statements it 
contains, but in the new point of view, which takes in not only Ireland 
and her history of wrongs, but all Europe and America as background 
for the events in Ireland. The book will not be welcomed by the 
extremists on either side of the controversy, but it ought to prove of 
the greatest possible value to the many who are anxious to see right 
done both to England and Ireland. 

A. G. Porritt. 

Harlford, Conn. 

Present Problems in Foreign Policy. By David Jayne Hill. 
(New York: D. Appleton and Company. 1919. Pp. xii, 
361.) 

Uncertain expectations are aroused when a volume comes from a 
man who has been a university president, assistant secretary of state, 
American ambassador to foreign countries, a delegate to the Hague 
Peace Conference, a frequent lecturer before universities and bar asso- 



